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See AG online! 
Visit to 
peek behind the scenes of 
AG magazine! Always get a 
parent’s permission before 
surfing the Web or giving 
out your full name, address, 
or any other personal info. 


Change It! 
Redo your room with 


these clever crafts. 


Super Sitter! 

Be the best sitter 
on the block with 
these easy tips. 
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Get Moving! 
Great ways to make 
exercise a fun part of } 


your day 4 
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About the Cover 

Meet Haley R., age 11. 
Haley’s big smile and bright 
clothes helped us make a 


Party Secrets 
Info you need to 
know before you 


sporty cover for spring. 
To see more pictures from 
our photo shoot, turn to 
“Behind the Scenes” on 
page 49. 


hoto: Tosca Radigonda 


yo) Look for fun facts Sprinkleal throughout the magazine! 
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Ten Is Terrific! ‘ ‘ 
I really liked your January/ 
February 2003 birthday issue. 
My birthday is on February 10, 
and the weird thing is that I’ll 
be turning 10—just like you! 


I love reading your magazine, 
and I want to wish you a very 
happy hoy Le 


Age 10, doy k York 


Pleased Pals 
I think the “People Pleaser’ 
cake in the January/February 


issue was really cool. At my 
birthday party, all my friends 
loved choosing their favorite 
kind of cake. Thanks to you, 
my party was extra great! 


Lone © 


Age 10, California 


Birthday Blast 

Thanks for “Birthdays Around 
the World” in the January/ 
February issue. I liked reading 
how other girls celebrate their 
birthdays. When I turn ten, I’m 
going to try the tradition from 
Nigeria and mix it with the idea 
from Germany. That means I'll 
get a big party and won't have to 
do homework or chores all day! 


otlon 9, ms OL. 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
im_agmag_editor@pleasantco.com. 
Either way, be sure to include your first 
and last name and your birth date. We 
can’t print every letter we receive, but 
we read and learn from each one. 
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Sweet Talk 


Create a cute candy message for a friend you'll miss this summer! 


Buzzword 


Amorican girla everywhere willbe 
using this buzzword this season: 


nostalgic 


How to say it! nal STALjik 


Just write this note on posterboard, then tape on wrapped candies. 


What it meane! having to do with 
a longing for something past 


Dear Renee, 


(100 GRAND 


Where it comes from: the Greek 
word nostos, Which means “a 
return home" 


One way to se it: Audrey took a 
nostalgia look through her yearbook 
on the laat day of school. 


bright as a 


el 
and see your smile, 


| | Stansell - So keep ‘n touch, because | don't 
a e 
a : e 


wantour friendship to feel aa . 


Y 4 Your friend, 


h i 
Db sonic 
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We’d love to see what new candy notes 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere you can create. Mail your messages to 
into this issue of American Girl. Can the address on page 2. No need to send 
you find it? Answer is on page 36. real candy—wrappers or photos are fine! 


er 
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CrirksExpress 


Shining 
Star 


Who says senior proms are just 
for high-school kids? Kelly M. 
put together a prom for some 
different seniors—senior citizens. 
The 14-year-old Arizona girl got 
the idea for a “senior prom” after 
visiting a friend’s grandma in a 
nursing home. “The residents 
seemed sad and lonely,” Kelly 
remembers. “I wanted them to 
know kids really do care.” 


Kelly wrote letters to local 
businesses to raise money for 
food, refreshments, and “oldies” 
decorations for her nostalgic 
dance. She and her friends dressed 
up for the prom, too, and pinned 
homemade ribbon corsages on 
their 100 guests. “The seniors 
were so excited,” Kelly says. 
“They sang karaoke and danced 
to oldies songs. It was amazing!” 


You can shine, too! 


Try one of these simple ways 
to share a smile and brighten 
a senior’s day: 


a Make greeting cards 
for residents of a local 
nursing home. 

a Visit seniors at 

a nursing home to 
talk and tell stories. 
= Spend an afternoon playing 
cards at a local senior center. 


Alexa Milo wrote a book about friend- 
ship with one of her very best friends— 
her mom! Alexa’s mom, a wriler 
named Erica Orloff, was watching her 
daughter hanging out with a friend 

one day when she got the idea to ask 
Alexa if she wanted to write a book 

Me? Write a 

book?” asked Alexa. “Sure!” The mother-daughter duo created 

The Best Friends’ Handbook, which shows als how to record 


about best friends, “ 


the details of their friendship through journaling, quizzes, and 
creative writing. 

For more than six months, Alexa and licr mom sat side by. 
side in front of the computer writinge=ollen with a bowl of 


popcorn between them. “Mom typed,” admits the Florida girl, 


now 12. “She’s really fast!” The two came up with ideas by 
brainstorming on different topics such as “food” and 
“school.” Alexa liked watching her ideas turn into 
an actual book. “When I could see how it was 
going to look with the pictures and everything, (w) 
that’s when it started to seem real,” sh 
explains. The best part? When Alexa shared 
the book with a bunch of friends from school, 
“they thought it was really cool!” she says. 


ee ~~ eee 
1. The funniest thing that ever 
happened to my best friend and 


me was when... 


4. Don't tell anyone! The most 
trouble we ever got into together 
was when... 


2. Argh! An argument! The thing 
we agree to disagree on is... 


4. \f our friendship had a 
theme song, it would be... 


“tt 
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Peanut Prize Az 
- » Emily M. is a peanut butter CO [[ 
vant 


princess! The California girl 
- won last fall’s Got Milk? 
Peanut Butter Sandwich 
ontest. Emily came up with 


Your answers: 


In our January/February 2003 
issue, we asked whether you 


, Chip Chompin’ : : . 
her crunch creation the prefer girl/boy parties or girls- 
Mi i Cherry Nutter only get-togethers. Here’s what 


Chip Chompin’ Cherry Nutter, by search- Spread peanut butter on soneeldl 
in it n for tasty in edients. As one slice of wheat bread. : 7 

‘ ‘* een i ; Put dried cherries on top Girls-only parties: 6 6 1 
hea shgearned a mp te New York to of peanut butter. Next 
see her sandwich debut at a peanut butter- sprinkle bread with crispy Girl/boy parties: 2 6 8 

“ . ; r: | d - . 

themed restaurant. “My dad is the one ng 5c eambiaanaae 
j ‘ 4 ‘ine chocolate chips. Top with 
who really likes the sandwich,” says Emily, ericiivet dhe of wheat 
“but llike it, too.” Try the recipe to see if bread and sprinkle with 


P A A powdered sugar. 
this super sandwich suits you! 
& 


nob YL Sn Of WOuy jew pue suanigue anoh 110 ig) 


.% 


= 
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Photo courtesy of California Milks Proces 
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Next question: 


Many parents reward good grades 
with a little extra spending money. 
Now some schools are doing the 
same! Do you get money—from 
your parents or from your school— 
when you get A’s? Circle one. 


YES No 


Do you think it’s right for parents 
and schools to pay kids for good 
grades? Circle one. 


YES No 


Why or why not? 


True Story 


Petra N. found $13,000 in a parking lot! 


Dear American Girl, 


Last Mother’s Day, 
I wanted to make dinn 


I went to the grocery store because 


“I were the one who'« 


it to the store, someone would io waa! 
My dad called the police, and they said that someone had 
just reported leaving a bank bag at the store. It t : 
out that the cash bag held $13,000! When Tf ES a 
money , the person it belonged to gave me two $100 cc 
as a reward. I was so excited! Sometimes : 
you get rewards, but even if you 
don't, you still always do the — 
right thing by being hones 


Sincerely, 


ee 1h 


Age 11, Oregon 


Fes cs a, ae eet eS ay 


MAy/JUNE 2003 5 


Just for Laughs! 


Celebrate World Laughter Day 
on May 5th by trying out these 
giggles with your girlfriends. 


. GD 
SY, 


. giggle with- 
out opening your mouth. : 
eee | Here are the 
while showing all of your teeth. : , 
‘ ane Whhocan - ‘winners of our 
laugh the longest on one breath! a h d " 
orse-drawing 
ly Gee ae ' contest—picked rastesive 
s, Help Wanted! = | gpek erastsiyR 
= | School’s about to close for the sum- . by the animators 
“3 mer, and you’ve had a great year— LG i 3 
5 \ all thanks to the best teacher ever! j of the MOVIE 
= | But what’s the perfect thank-you ty, ° 
s i gift for that special teacher? Send Spirit: Stallio: me) 
=" us your ideas for inexpensive or D im / 
5 | homemade gifts you think teachers ] the Cimar1 Onl; 


s | would love to receive at the end of 
S~, the school year, during the holidays, 
or anytime! 


iim 


Alexandra T 


Age 13, Colorado 


ou 
to page 2 to find out how y 
Turn 


Bans a 


Age 12, Florida 


AMERICAN GIRL 


A\manda 


Age 8, Connecticut: 


| Sorah L. 


Age 11, New Mexico 8 


Laura 2, . «st 
Age 13, Pennsylvania 


Mary Clare B 


Age 13, Missouri 


Heart to Heart Ny 
Family Fun 


What are some of the best ways 
you've celebrated Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day? 


For Mother’s 
Day, I usually let 


my mom sleep in. 
I make her a delicious breakfast 
in bed, and if her eggs aren't 
cooked just perfectly, I let her 
send them back and I make 

her more. I would do almost 
anything for her on her special 


day just to make her happy. 


Ld 


I once made my 
dad a Father’s 
Day board game. 
I used Lego pieces as space 
markers and the bottom of a 
paper gift box for the board. My 
dad and I played the game all 
Father’s Day 
long. He 
loved it, and ¢& 


so did I! 
Me 


Age 11, California 
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My parents have 
always meant a 


lot to me. One 
Mother’s Day, I wrote a poem 
for my mom and framed it. The 
poem was about what a good 
mother she is. My mom was 

so pleased with it! A couple 

of months later when we had 
guests over for dinner, she 
showed it to them. 


Age ad New Jersey 


My parents are 
divorced, so 
Father’s Day is 


very special. One time my dad 
and I went to see the movie 
“Big Fat Liar.” We loved it so 
much that we watched it two 
more times! I practically had 
it memorized. Now we plan to 
watch it every Father’s Day. 
Vothelig, WN. 


Age 10, California 


One year, my dad 
woke me and my 
sister up early to 


put my mom’s present, a golf 
bag, in my parents’ bed while 
Mom was asleep. Before she 
woke up, Mom rolled over and 


hugged the golf bag, thinking 


—E—-  — 


it was Dad! She was really 
surprised, We laughed about 
it together, and By 


now she uses 
the bag all 


the time. 


Uy &. 


Age 13, 


innesota 


My dad, my two 
brothers, and 

I go to a baseball 
game every year on Father’s 
Day. It’s really fun seeing the 
game and spending time with 


my dad. 
@: 


Age 11, Ohio 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


A special thing we 
do for my mom 
on Mother’s Day 
is put on a scavenger hunt. We 
write little poems hinting where 
her present is and hide them all 
around the house, On Father’s 
Day, we pick a song that my 
dad loves and turn it into a song 
about him! 


Tomy S. 


Camping is my 
dad’s favorite 
thing to do, so 
we do it every year on Father’s 
Day. We roast marshmallows 
over the fire 
and give him 
presents. : 
We have fun. 
Becky AY 


Age 8, West Virginia 


I made my mom 
a scrapbook. It 


had pictures of 
me and my mom from the past 
nine years. She absolutely 
loved it. Now every Mother’s 
Day, my mom and I sit down 
and look at it together. 


hey 


Age 12, New Jersey 


Just a few miles 
from my house 

is a strawberry 
farm. On Father’s Day, my dad 
and I always ride our bikes 
there and pick strawberries. We 


our bikes and 
ride home. It's gg 
really fun! 5 


Cnr & 


Age 11, Wisconsin 


Last Mother’s 
Day I pretended 
my house was a 
castle, and my mom was the 
queen. I made a paper scroll 
and wrote a list of chores on 
it. Then I read it to my mom 
and did them all. She was 


happy the rest of the week! 


\oordlett. WW 


Age 13, Florida 


My dad died four 
a @) years ago. Now 
every year on 
Father’s Day, my mom and I go 
to my dad’s favorite place, the 
ocean, and throw roses into the 
water. It’s sad, but it feels like 
he’s there with us. 


Hara B 


Age 12, Florida 


Once on Father’s 
Day I wrote a 
story about my 
dad and how he is so special 
to me. When he opened it and 
read it, his eyes filled with 
tears. Watching him made my 
eyes fill with tears, too. Now I 
know that sometimes presents 
from the heart are the best! 


Vadtias C. 


Age 10, Illinois 


Speak from 
Your Heart 


Next subject: Being shy. Do people 


often describe you as shy? Tell us 
about a time you felt shy, even if 

you usually feel outgoing. How did 
you handle it? What are your best 


tips for dealing with shyness? 


Send answers, first and last 
names, birth date, and photo to: 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 

Middleton, WI 53562. 

Deadline: June 7, 2003. 

Some answers will appear in the 


November/December issue. X 


; Feary +i 


Some dogs 


ok the show 


weve gett ng 


dog bein9 : ' , 
a ees the. teeny-tiny Cairn Terrier to the horse-sized Great Dane. 
Yow there's 
more hair 


than dog! . 


dog with & 

Manicure — 
/ mean, 
pedicure 


| 


MM Card week! S woot! Amelia.) 


—_ aaa, treaty ¢ or Mayl7 4 
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Carly and | went toa dog show today, Neither of us has a 


dog, but we thought it would be fun to look at all the different 


convince our parents to let us have a puppy: 


I+ was amazing to see all the different kinds of dogs, trom 


p35 don'teven look oe” 
a ne same species _ we ; 
SPR A acd | ae Ae 

ae oO pony: f 


\o ww 
o Ke 


your size 
Snacks! 


One PA” Wo 
than the 


That made me think — there's no other animal that comes in 


a many varieties as dogs do. Carly said that's because dogs are 
the pets that most look I'ke thelr owners... or the owners look 
Tie the dogs. \'m not sure which way it works, but we saw the 


resemblance over and over again at the dog show. 


That gave me a great idea! I'll make a chart of people | know 


Jog. gest and the dogs that match them. 


©4e brows ah 


y e i@ FE: P \ 
\ call dogs - - 7; . ~~ fi... Na —. 4 3 “ w= ee 
mee 7. /) : 


lb 


= 


(org =< short 
e - 
Hai, Sh ES ak 
r with ears 
far everything 
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(oCke iel- 
by er Spanié 
Sip, Own eyes, 
Face alr, ana a see 


4 JUSt lige Nadia | 


J 
} 
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oym 


"ie $\ 


_ 4 
© 
eagie— oY) 
o Max Way too muc 
z Che roy park Fe 


nto one portly 


ae i ‘Poodle - 
— Carty. Smart and 
Stylish 
‘ —<_ . . (Hl 7 . meee enna uenrenanaane 
H — alittle bit ot this,a e@ bit o¢ 
40g with energy, ideas, and A ming “bay 
a 


Jc ae ote te 


doa! More pow 
yurda} "3 F erful than 9 
eae a 5 kevin mt Able to P lease CUsTo hae Tivo. yey A 
Yew ae anyone else on the block! Ite te U. 


ates to your customers. 


Sam 


You, too, can learn to be a super sitter. Your babysitting and 
pet-sitting jobs can be better than ever. Just follow these simple 
tips, and customers will call you their hero! 


SD) Moy 10th ic Notional Babysitters Day! Send thark-wow' 
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A quick Q&A goes along way toward making you a super sitter. Visit customers before each job 
to find out exactly what they want you to do and how they want you to do it. You'll have a chance to get 
to know the kids or pets, too. Fill in the blanks with the info you need to succeed! 


Pet Sitter BASICS 


Customer: 


Babysitter BaIsiasi 


Customer: 


Address: Address: 


% Phone number: Phone number: 


Phone number while away: 


Phone number while away: 


‘Police, fire, and other emergency phone numbers: Police, fire, and other emergency phone numbers: 


Call 


name 


at in case something 
number ; i 


goes wrong and the customer can’t be reached. 


at in case something 
number 


goes wrong and the customer can’t be reached. 


Customer will be home at b Customer will be home at 
time 


Call to check in while customer is out? Yes) NoU 


time 
Call to check in while customer is out? Yes.) NoU 
Kids’ names:__ Pet’s name: 


Veterinarian’s name and phone number: 


Kids’ ages:__ 
Kids’ doctor's name and phone number: 
What and when the pet eats: 


Kids can eat: 


Where and when the pet goes to the bathroom: 
Ni dato bhai 
Kids should not eat: 
allt wb inne ite nil 


Where to find the pet’s food, toys, leash, brush, etc.: 


What the kids need to do (homework, chores, etc.): 


Pet’s play and exercise habits: 


Kids’ bedtimes: 


Kids’ bedtime routines: 


silt Seis ' 
qa the: i 


Pet’s likes and dislikes: 


o< Super sitter tip: Photocopy and cut out these forms to use them for your sitting jobs. 


Be a hero to kids and pets alike with these super-fun activities. 


Child Charmers Pet Pleasers ‘y-"~ 


a Bring along your favorite a Create a babysitting craft a Ask your customer if her Check out a book on pet 

CDs. Play them and teach kit filled with scrap paper, pet can have treats. Then tricks from your local library, 

the kids a few dance steps wavy-edged scissors, glitter make a game of giving and try to teach the pet a 

or even a whole routine. glue, markers, stickers, and out the treats. Hide treats trick while his owners are 
other fun supplies. Be sure to around a room and help away. When the owners 
share the kids’ creations the pet find them. return, they’ll be amazed at 
with their parents. their animal pal’s new skills. 


= Play, play, play! Pets 


love exercise. 


a Many animals—especially 
cats—like to play peekaboo, 
So hide around a corner to 
make some fun for Fluffy. 


m Learn a few card games 
well enough to teach them. 
Don’t forget to bring a deck 
of cards to your job. 


Super sitters let customers know what happened while they were out. At the end of each visit, write a short 
note that says what you did. Mention any problems you had, but talk about the positives, too. 


May Ai, 
Mv. Poochie really enjoyed 
hig walk. this morning, 

He's eating fine, too. We 

practiced tricks for ten 

minutes this afternoon, but 
then he got dictracted. 


| think he really misses you 


Super sitter tip: Include a 
bill for your services with your 
note to make sure you get 
paid promptly. Add something 
as simple as 


4k 
: 3 

Then It Was time for ae 

Was exhausted and et Fight 


to sleep She co 
: uldy> 
awake for a efor Wt even stay 


Illustrations: Keri Smith 
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= Super sitters take a course 
to learn the basics of their 
job. The Red Cross offers 
courses in babysitting and 

in pet first aid and safety. 
Contact your local chapter 
for more information, 


= Super sitters take care of 
jobs that need to be done! 
Did you make a mess? Clean 
it up. Are there dishes in 

the sink? Wash them. Is the 
garbage full? Take it out. 
Don’t leave kids alone while 
you clean up, but do make 
an effort to keep things neat. 


Instincts are a super sitter’s strongest power of all. When problems come 
up, do what you think is right to deal with the situation. 


SNe Ss ewe oc cS 


= Super sitters don’t panic 
when the unexpected 
happens. If the kid you’re 
watching breaks a glass, 
clean up the mess, and tell 
your customer about it when 
she gets home. If the dog 
you’re walking doesn’t like 
to spend time in the rain, 
give her a short walk during 
a downpour, and go back 
out for a long stroll once the 
clouds have cleared. 


Not sure how much to 
charge? Ask friends who 
do similar jobs what their 
rates are. Ask relatives 
and neighbors what they 
might expect to pay for 
the work you’re planning 
to do. Then make sure your 
rate is not too low (you'll 
quickly get fed up with a job 
that doesn’t seem worth 
your while) or too high (you 
won’t get customers if you 
charge too much). 


= Super sitters know when 
they’re outmatched. If a 
problem comes up that you 
can’t handle alone, call your 
parents and ask for help. 


= Super sitters trust 
themselves, and so should 
you. Your customers do. 
Remember, that’s why 
you’re getting paid. 


Super sitters tell customers 
their rates at the start of 
each job. That way, everyone 
knows what’s expected 
when the time comes for 
you to get paid! x 
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“The Whole You 


et Moving. 


You should get 60 minutes of aerobic exercise each day— 
exercise that gets your heart pumping. Pick and choose 

from these fun fitness ideas to create 60 minutes 

of fun that are just right for you! 


& Jump into May— it's National Physical Fitness and Sports Month! 


a 


5 Minutes 


Play volleyball against a garage door. 
What’s the highest number of times you 
can hit the ball against the door without it 
touching the ground? 


Dance through the decades! Turn on fast music 
and disco dance, break-dance, and do the Macarena! 


Do the crab walk up and down the sidewalk. 


Jump rope to music. Try jumping side to side, 
backward, and with scissor legs! 


Play switch-leg soccer. Fom2 minutes, kick the 
\,, ball only with your right foot. Then switch 
-« and kick only with your left foot. 


. 
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10 Minutes — 
Play broomball with your friends. Draw 2 


+ goals on your driveway with chalk. Use brooms 
like hockey sticks to score using a tennis ball. 


Fitness Facts 


Exercise is great for your body 
and mind. Kids who are physically active 
are less likely to have health problems. 

Working out also helps to reduce stress 
and boost your self-confidence! 


Do one push-up, one jumping jack, one toe touch, 
and one sit-up. Then try 2 of each. Then 3. 
See how high you can go! 


How can you tell if you’re working out 
hard enough? If you’re breathing too 
hard to sing but can talk fairly easily, 
you’re going at a good pace. 


Watch where you step with this game of tag. Use 
chalk to outline two pairs of feet. You’re “safe” 
only when you stand in the chalk feet. 


Time how long it takes you to run around 
the block. Rest 2 minutes. Try 
again to improve your time. iS 


Make sure to gently stretch your arms, 
legs, waist, and neck before and 
after exercising to prevent injury. 
And don’t forget to 
drink lots of water 
when you exercise! + 


a 


20 Minutes 


Make up a cheerleading routine to your 
rite song. Include 3 different jumps, running, 


Go on a brisk walk with a parent or friend. 
Choose a route that has lots of hills. 


Mix it up! Walk 2 minutes. Run 2 minutes. 
si Skip 2 minutes. Hop 2 minutes. 
Tiptoe 2 minutes. Repeat. 


Mustrations: Norm Bendell 
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© 
—— Psst! Want your next bash to be 


the best? Try these... 


Pes 


by Sarah Jane Brian 


x 


Secret #1 


Spend time planning your guest list, and you'll enjoy your party more. 


u Invite friends who you have the best 
time with or who will be the most fun. 


= Think about inviting new friends 
or someone you would like to know 


better. = Don’t feel that you have to invite 
someone as a “payback” or because 

= Consider inviting a friend from camp she invited you to her party. 

or from across town who you don’t see 

very often. = Make sure that no matter who 


you invite, you’ll have fun! 
= Don’t be tempted to invite only the 
more popular kids. You won’t have a = Decide whethef”"you want boys at 
good time if you spend the whole party your party, or whether you want an 
trying to impress people. all-girl party. 


Debra Dixon 


Boys? Or no boys? Things to think about: 
If You Have a Boy/Girl Party... 


= You'll find out what boys act 7 
like when they’re not in school. 


= You can invite boys who are 
your friends. 


a You'll have a chance to talk with 
boys and get to know them better. 


= Lots of boys travel in packs. If you 
invite one, he’ll probably want to 
bring a friend or two . . . or three! 
Pian for a bigger party rather than 
a smaller one. 


Peer 


° 


Secret #2 


Timing is everything! 


Once you decide what you’ll be doing 
at your party, write out a schedule of 
activities like the one below, listing 
things in an order that makes sense. 
By allowing about 15 to 30 minutes 
for each activity, you'll get an idea of 
how long your party should be. 


Noon-12:30 
Snack and play games to help guests 
relax. 


12:30-1:30 

Dance, play sports, or get crafty. This 
will allow you and your guests to 

build up an appetite! If you’re using 
glue or paint in your crafts, you’ll want 
to finish early so that they’ll have time 
to dry before the end of the party. 


1:30-2:00 

Eat! Chow down toward the end of 

the party, so that guests won’t be too: __ 
full to do all the activities you planned. 


2:00-2:30 


Dance or play more games. 


2:30-3:00 
Open presents and hand 
out favors. 


Se eae 


‘Secret ro Oe be oe 


Setting up your party room phos 4 time ‘ 
ue on fg in String white or colored twinkle lights to 
-_-will make the party goa lot more smoothly. r, Bidate dedi rood: Switel white 
You'll have fewer problems—and more fun! 


lightbulbs to colored ones 


oo. 
4 


Remove Mom’s antique 
vase or other breakable, 


treasured items from the room. 
it 4 


_ Hang a bead curtain in the doorway 


so that everyone can make a dramatic © 
entrance to your party! 


Scoot chairs and tables up along the ° + 
wall to make plenty o space in the 


middle of the room. Clear an area large 
bin enough for a dance floor 


Cover the food table with a 


colorful paper tablecloth to 


brighten up the room—and or Pees, 
e 
make cleanup easier! me epee . 
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Gather up everything you’ll need for 
games and activities, and keep it in 
one convenient spot. ° 


.° Dance the night away under your 
e° very own disco ball. Or add a Lava 
e lamp, Chinese lanterns, or other 
°° funky lighting. 


w Aig 
eV, yr \ 
TANS 
Y 
Find out-of-the-way but reachable 


places for equipment like your 
video camera or karaoke machine. 


3 Drape a cloth napkin over a 
phone book or a shoe box. Use 
the raised platform to show off 
your cake or another centerpiece. 


Secret #4 


To have a great party, you 
need to be a great hostess. 


Turn on the charm. A hostess’s 


lL. number one job is to make all 


2 


her guests feel comfortable and 
welcome. Greet everyone with a 
smile and tell each guest how glad 
you are that she could come. 


During the party, keep your eyes 

» on the action. Are people getting 
tired of the game you’re playing? 
Switch to a new activity. Do your 
guests look weak from hunger? 
Bring out the snacks a little 
earlier. Be flexible! 


Laugh it off. Even if you’ve 

= planned carefully, something 
may go wrong. Remember that 
it’s not the end of your party. 
If you keep your sense of humor, 
the flub might even make the 
day more fun. 


Mingle and move your feet. Go 
" ahead—be the life of the party. 
Chat away, laugh lots, and be 
the first one on the dance floor! 

Have a good time, and your 
friends will, too. 


Be yourself. After all, your 
« friends came to your party 
because they like you. 


Secret #5 


You can get everyone to dance! 


Cue up a song that everyone loves.Turn 
up the volume and turn down the lights. 
Then get on the dance floor and start 
moving! If a song has specific steps 
that guests don’t know, teach them! 


Secret #7 


End your party with some super memories! 


a Have a blank notebook ready, and 
before guests leave, ask them to write 
a few words about the day. Next time 
you have a party, read over the notes 
and have guests write new entries. 


= Take i-Zone pictures to put in your 
memory book, and give them to guests 


as keepsakes. ae 
a @ | 7 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Secret #6 


There’s no right or wrong © 
way to dance. oo 
Just relax and move to the music. If 


you feel good about what you’re doing, 
that will come through in your dancing. 


= Ask your friends to tell you what they 
liked most about the party. If it was a 
game or a food, you’ll know to do it 
again at your next get-together. 


For even more tips, 

pick up a copy of 
Party Secrets, 

available at 
bookstores. “* 
= Burn or record your party tunes onto 
one CD or tape. Surprise guests at the 
end of the party with copies of your 
soundtrack to take home. 


Is your room too babyish? Too boring 


Just plain blah? Then... © 


VT al 


Fa 
| >» 
| J 


and Style you like best, or 


mix and match! 


Get some fluffy faux 
fur in a hot color. Most 
faux fur comes in 
squares. For a small 
wastebasket, use 2 


squares. Trim fur to fit 
on basket. Attach with 
glue. Let dry. 
| 
| Use tacky glue to 
\ attach various sizes 
{| and colors of pom- 
poms to a small 
lampshade. Let dry. 
4 
\ Wrap colorful pieces of Knot on the side and let 
0 textured yarn around a ends hang down. 
D . curtain a few times. 


Riva. 


i Wrap pipe cleaners 

ij around a vase. 

\| Twist ends in back 
to secure. Trim ends. 
| Be careful of the 
sharp wire ends of 

i| the pipe cleaners 

| when twisting them. 
} 
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Place a square throw 
pillow on a piece of fleece. 
Cut around pillow, leaving 4 
inches of fleece on each side. 


Lay the cut piece on top 
of another piece of fleece in 
a coordinating color. Cut 
fleece to same size. Place 
pillow on top in center. Cut 
out each corner as shown. 


Cut an equal number 
of strips on each side. Strips 
should be about 4 inches 
long and approximately 
1% inches wide. 


Gently lift top layer 
of fleece and tuck pillow 
between fleece pieces. 
Tie fleece strips in double 
knots around pillow. 
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- So Simple 
_ Find a large patterned 
__ bandanna or use a square of 
on fabric. Place a small 
row pillow diagonally on 
ric. Wrap fabric around 


5 
wk 


SSS 


| 
the Shade 
Cut a sheet of 8'-by-11-inch of shade and on the end 

| vellum paper into 2-inch of each vellum strip. Press 

| strips. (If you have a big tape to tape. Cut remaining 
shade you will need 2 pieces — ends of vellum so that they 
of paper.) Put double-stick hang slightly over the 
tape on the top edge bottom edge of the shade. 
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Soh 3 


Podge using a sponge 


brush. Attach paper pieces, 
overlapping edges. Finish 


Great 
Graphic 


Cut squares of tissue 
paper. Cover glass 
vase in Mod Podge 
with a sponge brush. 
Attach tissue paper 
squares. Finish by 
applying a coat of 
Mod Podge over the 
entire vase. Let dry. 


dass Bh ak FS 
Mix & Match 
Rip pieces of cute patterned 


paper. Cover portions of 
the wastebasket in Mod 


with a coat of Mod Podge 
over the paper. Let dry. 
Attach flatback glass 
stones with jewel glue. 


Hold It 


Cut 2-foot-long pieces of 
8-inch-wide tulle in various 
colors (available at fabric 
stores). Wrap tulle strands 


ih 


around curtain and tie. 
String on pony beads for 
added sparkle. 
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} 
i 


os 


Trim a feather boa to fit 
around the top edge of a 
wastebasket. Wrap boa 


Vase 

Press glitter stickers 
onto a clear vase. Use 
jewel glue to attach 
rhinestones. Let dry. 
You can also find 
stickers that have 
rhinestones on them! 


i 


rw 


around basket and secure 
with a binder clip. 


nour Glow 
Use jewel glue to attach dry. String sparkly beads on 
rhinestones and mini mirror a glittery pipe cleaner and 
circles to lampshade. Let wrap around base of lamp. 


Photos: Tosca Radigonda, Steven Talley Styling: Carrie Griffin Boyd, Andrea loder, Sena Rosenberg, Cindy Stutzel 


Cut 2 pieces of colorful, 
shiny material long enough 
to wrap around a small 
throw pillow. Wrap one piece 
around the pillow and tie 
ends. Repeat with other 
piece. Wrap a hair elastic 
around all loose ends so 
they stand up. 


Wrap colorful confetti wire 
(available at party stores) 
around your curtains to tie 
them back. 
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IM Smarte 


What you need to know about instant messaging! ; 
by Candace Purdom 


66 if nstant messaging is the new thing to do,” country. Unlike the phone, IM allows users 

| says Elizabeth W., age 12. “There’s just to “talk” to several friends at once, either in 

something wonderful about being able to talk separate conversations or together in a group 
to a friend even though you can’t see her face chat. To start using IM, ask your parents to 
or hear her voice.” For many kids, instant download instant messaging software and 
messaging, or IM, is the latest way to talk help you sign up. Then write a note, and one 

about school, friends, and everything else. keyboard click zips your message to your 

Instant messaging lets computer users friend’s computer. Your friend reads your 

| “chat” from across the street—or across the note and responds right away. 


Getting the hang of instant messaging takes 
practice. Elizabeth remembers her first IM 
experience. “This little box popped up on my 
computer screen and really scared me!” she 
laughs. “I had no idea who it was from or what 
it was. After the person started talking to me, 

I finally realized it was my sister at college!” 
Today, after using IM for more than two years, 
Elizabeth loves to chat online with her friends 
and family. “It’s just incredibly fun!” 
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( LUV DOLPHINS 


IM Online 


Check out the scene on an IMer’s screen! 


Click “invite” on 
your chat window 
to add friends to 
an ongoing chat. 


f 


4 


Send File Invite Ignore 


Your conversation 
appears here. ----- 


dolphinivr77: Hi! What’s up? 


Buddy list for 
WV dolphinive77 


@ bballcrazd313 
@ flowergrrl8 

@ pink* panther 
@ starsineyes15 


** flowergrrl8: nm. Did you finish your social 


studies homework? 


Use IM shortcuts 
like “nm” (not 
much), “jk” (just 
kidding), and “r u” 
(are you) to keep 
your message 
flowing fast. 


dolphinivr77: I'm so far behind on the project, | 
just decided not to do it! jk! 


flowergrri8: R U going to the game Friday? 


dolphinivr77: Mom says we might be busy. 


flowergrrl8: Should be fun. Hope u can come. 


dolphinivr77: Looks like Jill’s 
online. Let’s chat with her. 


You type here. ..-.. 


Screen names are like 
secret nicknames. To 
stay safe from strangers, 
make sure yours doesn’t 
give clues about who 
you really are! 


ageaes 


Send File Invite Ignore 


pink* panther: Hi! RU online? __............. .. Another conversation 


starts here. 


dolphinivr77: Hi Jill. Want to chat 
with me and Katie? 


pink* panther: Sure. @ Cute smileys help 
show the tone of 


your message, too. 


dolphinivr77: Great! 


= 


ys) More than 20 percent of AG veaders in¢tant mescage every day! 


2) Never give out your 


IM Confused @) 


Using instant messaging is pretty simple. 

So what’s tricky about IM? Talking to a bunch 
of buddies! It’s like juggling five or more 
separate phone calls all at once. Yikes! 

“At first it was confusing because a lot of 
people IM you at the same time, and it’s hard 
to talk to all of them,” says Chelsea G., 13. 
“T’ve sent the wrong messages to the wrong 
people—ever ybody does—and it’s embar- 
rassing.” But now, the Illinois girl uses IM 
almost every day and counts about 100 
friends on her “buddy list.” 

A “buddy list” is where instant message 
users like Chelsea list the screen names 
(computer nicknames) of their friends. 

Log on, and your list shows buddies who 
are online, too. The highlighted names are 
the friends who are ready to talk. 


IM Sate@® , 


Be safe and savvy online! 
Smart IM users follow 
this lineup of warnings: 


4.) You can limit who can 
see that you’re online and 
who can send you instant 
messages. Click on “Help” 
in your IM window for 
steps to take. e 


& Never respond to 
messages from strangers. 
Never click on any link 
you do not recognize. 

Tell your parents about 
any threats or scary @ 
language sent to you. 


password. Ever! Evento 
“best friends. 


3) Your screen name 
shouldn’t give personal 
hints about you. Keep 
your real name, address, 
age, and other private rs 
information private! 

©} keep track of time 
when you’re online. It’s 
easy for the hours to whiz 
by before you know it. 


You need to share 
your screen name 
with friends so that 
they know who you 
are when you're 
online, but prob- 
lems can come up 
if your IM password 
doesn’t stay private. 
Once, Brianne S.’s 
brother logged on 


with her screen 
name and password. “He talked to my friends 
like he was me and said bad stuff to them,” 
Brianne, 14, of California, explains. “Later on, 
when I was really online, my friends wouldn’t 
talk to me because they thought I had been 
mean to them!” 
As Brianne’s story shows, people aren’t | 
always who they seem to be online. If your | 


| friend sends a cruel note that doesn’t sound 
4 at all like her, check things out before you 
' assume the worst. And never respond to mes- 


sages from people you don’t know. Strangers 


can be just as dangerous online as in real life. 


Another IM trouble spot pops up when 
messages get misinterpreted. If you’re talking 


| face to face, the tone of your voice and your 

} expressions give important hints about what 

: youre trying to say. Online, those hints are 

: gone! A comment like “I’m never sitting at 

| your lunch table again because you spilled ) 
| your milk today” could be read as teasing— | 


or taken seriously. 
Laura P, 12, of Virginia remembers when a 


| message she sent gave her friend the wrong 


impression. “I was away from my computer,” 
Laura recalls, “and I posted a message that 
said, ‘I’m busy right now. Leave me a message, 
and if I don’t write back, it’s you!’ My friend 


read my message and thought I was mad at 
Carrie B. 


her, but I wasn’t. It was only a joke.” When 
Age 11, Texas 


you IM, make a joke clear by adding “jk” (just 
kidding) or “oj” (only joking) to your message. 
Or use a cute winking smiley face to let friends 
know you're fooling around. 


writing IM 
school ’ you 


+ get in trouble for 


“ don : 
~ otes In 


notes. If you write n 
uble!” 


IM Satisfied @) 


Why do so many girls think IM is today’s 


do get in tro! 


right way to write? Girls give more great Ma 4 2 8 Ge 


reasons why they love instant messaging: age 13, Mlinois 


“lf , 

: you’re Shy, I think it’s easier to 
Pen up Online. No one’s looki 

at you.” = 


Elizabeth W. 
Age 12, New York 


Illustrations: Isabelle Dervaux 


Brianne S. ; 
age 14, California 


IM in the Know @ 
Try to guess what the red 
IM shortcuts stand for. 


1. brb—Mom wants me to set the table. 
2. Nei going 2 the game this afternoon? 
3. No privacy now—sos! if 


4. How many ppl are online? } 


5. Got to sign off now. ttyl! x 


Age a4, California 


Joe] NOK 0} yJe} “g ‘ajdoad “py ‘Uapynoys 4aAo Buyjqis "Eg ‘euokue *Z ‘yoeq YB aq “T :samsuy 
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Nc 


cO 
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The @ 


’ 


r, Mr. Bright 
the teacher 


girls’ teache 


’s Day lunch. The 


The Giggle Gang invited their dads to a Father 


A big black bug bled blue blood. 


planned to seat each dad with his daughter, but no one looked alike. Luckily, 


figured out other ways to match each pair. Can you? Then find Mr. Bright. 


Carrie carried crazy cats. 


avvie- !-) 


Age 13, North Carolina 


*9¢ os8ed uO SJOMsUe ||V 


Greg’s green gum is gross! Kelsey ‘-) 
Age 10, Idaho 


Dumb drumsticks. Lily-Arnne. ‘-) Fluffy finches flying fast. _Jena :-) 


| travel by blue goose bus. Jaclyn ‘-) Soldiers’ shoulders. 


Age 12, Ontario 


Age 11, Wisconsin 


Age 11, Michigan 


AMERICAN GIRL 


34 


‘-) 


a8 
fall Tale «et Hot Box = | s! 
FN). Nw 
Taylor knows Cara loves puzzles, so she Write the letters J, U, N, or E into each ‘ 
gave Cara three puzzles to solve on her way square so that each row, column, and color 3 
to Taylor’s apartment. Help Cara solve them! group uses every letter once. 
“| x 
Se. 
ae. 
35 
= a 
>§ 
a 
3 
wo 
> 
5 
a 
3 
E 
: a 
3o a 
@ © Tk 
28 7 
@ @ Bg 
@ ® ww 3 
Cy : 
Why did the family buy Dad-a-cow for 2 
Father’s Day? Use the decoder to find out. g 
. ae Z 
z 
mo Cores Te 3 
/) ; : a . °o 
FP Hats ~~ 
| Y tIAdo7 al 
What does the message say? fe, W Wn - Ca 2 ; 
3 Pap 8-2) ae LN he : S 
= 1. Wale” hy o 
s Lk w SO BL) Ps 
E 
5 


Moraan'-) Toy boat. Emilie ‘-) Seven shoppers shop, seven choppers chop. Nikki ‘-) Purple paper people. Kimberly:-) 
Age 11, Ohio Age 13, Maryland Age 13, North Carolina Age 11, Ohio 
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sunglasses 


Su Ger js 
i thm cic / 
B Word a \}h-<2 


Summer is near, so search the closet for hot-weather gear! Words run up, down, 
horizontally, and diagonally. After circling all words, put the letters not used 
(left to right, top to bottom) onto the lines below to spell out a message. 


Li Gtiona ry! 


ae 


Ancower Box 


janss! S143 ul sjeMUe TTT 


“py esed uo pasn si ‘o13}e}sou ‘paomzzng eyL pul |],NOA :seusdsg oY} pulyog 


jdooow ume} 
e pezueM oy ples oH :epong OY 


squvout so d)i/ays 


x0g JOH 


jAddnd }aems AW 99S 0} apisul BWIOg jeie9 

‘IH :e8eSSoW “pz ‘ET ‘bp oue SsoquuNU 10},eAR|R 
jseluued g pue ‘sjayoiu G ‘sioyenb g Jo sjoyolu 
TT pue siapenb p /o sajuued g pue ‘sjeyolu Z 
‘soup p ‘siovenb p ,YUsnoq Bed :ajey |eL 


“1€T U8 “IA ZT ‘MTT ‘HOT ‘36 -a8 


‘WZ !99 ‘as ‘op ‘Te f4z {fT :Azuasy Aeq suoyjey 


JOWULUNS 10} Sulyoieas 


Chester Cheater chewed a hunk of cheap cheddar cheese. Azadeh ‘-) Two turtles tiptoed tow 


Age 13, North Carolina 


ard town to tickle 


Andrea :-) 


s bubbles bette 


Rebeccah :-) 


Share sour sweets. 


Sarah :-) 


‘-) 


Mia 


Age 12, California 


three talking toddlers. 


Age 13, Georgia 


Age 13, Georgia 


Age 10, Alabama 


4 
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Tips for Players 


= Practice saying your 
lines, but also learn when 
you're supposed to stand, 
sit, enter, and exit. 


» Make sure you know 
what props you should 
have in each scene. 


« Never turn your back 
to the audience. 


= Stay in character even 
when you’re not speak- 
ing. If you forget your 
line, say what you think 
your character would say. 


= Make sure you say your 
lines loud enough for 
everyone in the audience 


How to Make 
Your Script Book 


‘L. Tear out the pages along the 
dotted lines. Stack the pages on top 
of one another in the order shown 
above, with this page on top. 


2. Fold the stack of pages in half 
along the solid line in the ceiiter. 
Run your fingernail down the 
folded edge to help the pages lie 
flat. Check to be sure they are in 
the right order. 


3. Put three staples close to the 
fold, and you’re done! 


DEADLIWE/ 


By Elizabeth McDavid Jones 


Illustrated by Laura Cornell 


It’s a mystery! The yearbook’s almost finished, 


but why do photos keep disappearing? 


—_—— 


You Will Need : 
HE SET—You’ll need a desk, a chair, a work table, and dD E A D VA / NM, E A 
| Ca 
¢ —7 4 jet 


a door. Arrange the set like this: 


fe es PS—You'll need books, papers, file folders, 

i photos, sharpened pencils, some unsharpened 
pencils, a pair of glasses, a manila envelope, a photo 
collage, a gift bag, and a sign that says THE END You migh 
want a change of clothes for the characters, too. = 


a 


TH — 
: CAST—There are four roles in the play. You'll also 
need someone to knock on the door near the end of the play. 


orning in a cluttered school yearbook office. 
er hair unkempt, 


ar, glasses askew, searching franti- 
d files. Enter Rebecca | 
0 each other, each carrying books. 


is sticking out of one of Rebecca’s 
they see Courtney. | 


Scene: Early m 
Courtney is standing over a desk, h 
a pencil behind her e 
cally through stacks of papers an 
and Jessie, talking t 
A manila envelope 
books. Both girls stop abruptly when 


y! What are you doing here? I thought you 


Jessie: Courtne 
had a meeting with your softball team this morning. 


Courtney: | do! I’m supposed to be there now. 
But I wanted to show Coach the team 
picture we’re using in the yearbook. Jy 

It was here yesterday. (points to aT 


photos on the desk) Now it’s gone! 
Rebecca: (coming to look) Are you sure it was here? 


Jessie: Yeah, maybe you took it home, then forgot. (puts 
hand on Courtney’s shoulder) 


Rebecca: You have been kind of distracted lately, you know, 
worrying about the move and all. 


Courtney: (sinks into chair, takes off glasses and lays them 
on desk, then rubs her eyes) You're right. I can’t seem to 
keep my mind on anything. In a few weeks, school will 
be over, and I won't be back next year. It’s going to be 


hard to start in a new school, halfway across the countr 


Rebecca: (patting Courtney on the shoulder) We're all going to 


miss you like crazy. 


Jessie: (putting books down) Cheer up! Maybe you'll be 
yearbook editor in your new school, Courtney. 


Courtney: Yeah, maybe. But right now I’ve got to find — 
that photo. (stands up and shuffles through 
papers, accidentally covering her glasses De 
with papers) Tomorrow’s our deadline, 
remember? If the yearbook’s not done, 
the whole school will be mad. But if my 
team’s picture is missing, they7l be mad. 
Either way I’m doomed! 


Jessie: 


ay N Courtney: I can't. (wailing) Oh, it’s 
\ 4 


a) Look, Courtney, 


ding glances with Rebecc 
“name go to your meeting and 


you're upset. Why don’t you 
let us look for the photo? 
going to be awful! The 
ture in the yearbook, and 


am won't have a pic 
softball te i. 


fault. Maybe I could talk my dad in 


Krad h! (pulls on hair) 


early—like next week. Ohh 
jessie: (shaking Courtney) Courtney, get ahold of ‘aang 
The picture’s here somewhere. Photos don’t just - 
up and walk away by themselves, do they, Rebecca: 


Oh, no. I’ve never known any pictures to walk away. 


ever make the deadline. Ohhh! ( wailing 
desk, and puts head down. 


Rebecca: 


Courtney: We'lln 
again. Sits, folds arms on 


Angela enters.) 


What's going on, guys? Is there an injured cat in 


Angela: : 
here? I heard this awful wailing. 


rebecca: It isn'ta cat. It’s just Courtney. 


jessie: Courtney's a little upset right now. ) 


Angela: | can see that. 


jessie: She thinks she’s lost the 
softball team photo, even 
though (drawing out the 
words) \ told her it was here 
somewhere. ( winks, inclines her 
head, and gestures with her thumb 
toward the manila envelope sticking out from 


between Rebecca's books) 


Angela: Huh? (looks confused. Then her face brightens as she Absentminded? Me? 


“gets” it.) Oh! Oh, yeah. It’s got to be here somewhere. ma peces: You're always lo 

Let’s look for it. (The three begin an exaggerated “search” something. 

behind the work table. Rebecca sets her books down and ° actly where my glasses 

slips out the envelope. She hands it to Jessie, who hands it Courtney: (” seers: ~~ ah sicutl Not finding them, 

to Angela, who’s on the floor pretending to look.) are! (Feels face a ‘ d slaps 
aie RENE feels on desk, finds them under a sheet of paper, an 


them onto her head.) Well, I guess I could have forgot- 


ten putting the picture in an envelope. 


ourtney: 
sing pencils, or your glasses, or 


Courtney: (sitting up) It’s no use. I’ve looked everywhere, 
through every stack, in every file folder, everywhere. 
TheRhee sense on’t feel bad, Court. It’s stress. It does terrible 


: D 
“ee okes, heart attacks, 


Angela: (Gumping to her feet) Look, Courtney! things to people. Causes str 
Here it is! (opens envelope, pulls out 


photo, hands it to Courtney) 


insanity even. 


rebecca: And with all the stress 
you've been under, it’s easy 
to see how some little details © 
might slip by you. (pats her 
reassuringly) ‘The important 
thing is, the photo's here now. “AX §-— 
resale: See, you can go to your meeting. Take es picture, ane 
show it to the team. In the meantime, we Il start ae 
out that special section. (glances at her watch) We've 
still got lots of time before school starts. 


Courtney: (glancing at her watch, too) Yeah. What were you 
guys doing here so early anyway? (The other three 


exchange glances.) 


Courtney: (taking photo but looking perplexed) That’s funny. 
How did it get in an envelope? (Jessie and Rebecca, 
standing behind Courtney, slap their hands to their 


mouths in dismay.) 
Angela: Ubh...didn’t you put it in an envelope? 


Courtney: No, I’m positive I put it on top of this stack of 


photos here on the desk. (Angela looks at a loss. Jessie 
comes to her aid.) 


Jessie: (moving beside Courtney) You probably stuck it in an 
envelope yesterday, to take with you to the meeting 
this morning. 


Rebecca: Maybe you had a lot on your mind and just forgot all 


noe -we wanted to get an early start 
about it. 


- (thinking hard) We.. 
Rebecea: (thinking could get it all laid out to 


on the special section...so we 


Jessie: You do tend to be a wee bit (showing “wee bit” with ; 
; surprise you. 
forefinger and thumb) absentminded now and then. 


———— 


Angela and Jessie together: Yeah...surprise you 


Cc . 
ourtney: Really? Ah, you guys are great. See you all this 
afternoon! (Courtney exits.) 


Other gi ib: 
girls ad lib: Whew! That was close! It sure was! For re 


(curtain) 


= YEARBOOK 


| 
: 


Scene: Later that afternoon. Courtney is sitting at the desk, going 
through photos. She has unsharpened pencils beside her 
and her glasses on top of her head. She looks up and feels 


for her glasses. Finding them, she smiles, then goes back to 


work. Behind her, Angela, Jessie, and Rebecca work busil 
glancing at Courtney. It’s obvious they're watching . 
Courtney—and waiting. Jessie is just walking past 
Courtney when Courtney drops a pencil on the floor and 
leans down to retrieve it. Quickly Jessie grabs a photo from 
Courtney’s desk, but before she can slip it into her pocket. 


Courtney sits back up. Jessie holds the photo up as if she 
were examining it. 


eeste: You know, Courtney, you look awesome in the class 


picture. I really love your hair like this. 


ourtney: (eyeing her) Jess, I’ve worn my hair that way since 


third grade. 
essie: Oh, I know. And I’ve always meant to tell you how 
much I love it. (She flashes a smile,-hands the photo 
back to Courtney, and goes back 
to the work table, where she 
frowns in frustration. 
Then she brightens and 
gestures to Angela and 
Rebecca to come closer. 


They whisper together, then 
give the O.K. sign. Angela breaks her pencil and very 


deliberately looks around for another one.) 


"| * 


Angela: Where are all our pencils? 


courtney: (turning around) You guys need pencils? 
I've got pub-lenty. pats pencils) 


Angela: Would you mind sharpening them for us, Court? 
We're kind of at a critical point here. 


rtney: Oh, sure. (Gets up and exits with pencils. While 
Courtney is gone, Angela goes to Courtney's desk, lifts a 
photo, stashes it in a folder, and quickly exits. A few 
moments later Courtney enters with sharpened pencils.) 


cou 


Courtney: Freshly sharpened pencils! 


Rebecca: Thanks, Court. I can’t believe we're almost finished 


with the yearbook. Tomorrow is the deadline— 
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lll 


We've got tons left to do! We'll never have it ready by 
FamOrnoNn (She rushes back to her desk and starts work 
ing, then looks around.) Where’d Angela go? | 


Jessie: She'll be right back. She just had to...uuhh...get 
something from her locker. ot 


Courtney: (standing over her desk, staring at the photos laid 
out there) Jess, did 

, did you happen to take our cl i 
off of my desk? niga 


Jessie: No, why? 


Courtney: Well, it was here a minute ago, and now it’s gone 
hee through some other photos) This is getting reall 
weird. It was here; I know it was. I’ 

: as. I i 
ts m not going crazy, 


Jj ia" 
essie: Crazy? You, Courtney? (laughing) No way. (Angela 
enters carrying folder.) 


Jessie and Rebecca together: Angela, you're back! 


Angela: Yeah, I’m back. Whew! Did I have 
to go to the bathroom! 


Courtney: (suspiciously) Jessie said 
you went to your locker. 


Angela: (nervously) Yeah, right. I went 
to my locker, then to the bath- 
room. (quickly changing the 
subject) Hey, why’s everybody | 
standing around? Don’t we 
have a deadline? 
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Cc = ; . 
ourtney: (cutting her off) Yikes! Tomorrow is the deadline! Jourtney: The 
forehead and sinking into chair) Angela, 


right about the stress. It’s starting to get 


ngela: ( 
hallucinations. 


ourtney: Oh, but it must! 


J Jessie: No, you can’t re 


Rebecca: (stooping to 


Courtney: On the floo 


deadline! Ohhh! (putting her hand on her 
I think you’re 


to me. I’m 


hallucinating. 


wrinkling brow) I've never heard of stress causing 


I’m sure I saw our class picture 


right here before | went to sharpen my pencils, but 
when I came back, it had disappeared. Photos don’t 
just disappear into thin air, Angela. I must have only 


sd it was here. (shakes her head in frustration) 


imagine 
Maybe I should resign as yearbook editor.. before it’s 


too late to save my sanity. (While Courtney was talking, 
behind her back and in view of Jessie 
and Rebecca, Angela has slipped the 
photo out of her folder. Now, unseen 
by Courtney, she lets it flutter silently 
to the floor) 


sign. (coming to stand beside 


Courtney) We need you. In fact, we couldn’t do it 


without you! 


Courtney: Aw, thanks. 


pick up photo) Here’s the class picture, 
Courtney. It was on the floor. 

r. Oh. Heh, heh. Sorry, guys. False 
alarm. (grins sheepishly) !ma little uptight about the 


deadline, I guess. 


aut 
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Jessie: 


Rebecca: We’re working together here. We'll get the year- 


Courtney: 24 hours! To get all this done? We’ve got to get to 


Courtney: They’re late. (works a while longer) Hope they’re 


(resting hand on Courtney's shoulder) Hey, don’t wo 
so much about the deadline, O.K.? 


book ready on time. 


Yeah, girl, we’re a team. Besides, we’ve got plenty of }~ 
time. A whole 24 hours— 


work! (The girls all scurry to workstations and begin 
working. Curtain.) 


The next afternoon. Characters could be wearing differ- 
ent clothes (or possibly just different tops) in this scene to 
show the passage of time. Courtney is sitting at her desk, 
working, alone in the room. Every now and then she 
looks at her watch, growing more and more frustrated 
and impatient. 


O.K. (paces) This isn’t like them. Where could they 
be? We did agree to meet here right after class, didn’t 
we? (stops pacing) Wait a minute! Who am I talking to? 
I’m the only one here. (Shakes her head. Goes back to _ 
desk and sits. Pulls out a file folder and pulls out photos. 
Looks through them with a smile.) Gosh, it’s been a 
great year...so many memories. (smile disappears) 

Wait a minute! Where’s our yearbook staff picture? 
(searches frantically) No, this can’t be happening! Not 
again...not our picture...oh, no! (Buries her face in her 
hands. Enter Rebecca, Jessie, and Angela. Rebecca holds 
a photo. Jessie carries a large gift bag.) 
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$1 1h) SPREE EMRE BT EEE 


Rebecca: Hello, Courtney. What’s the matter? ww It's a collage of everything that happened all year. We 


11 a . pictures we swiped. 
Courtney: (without looking up) You don’t want to know. mace it from photocopies of eemeerares We SWiP 


Jessie: Sure we do. » So you wouldn't forget us, (At that moment there 


is. a knock on the door) 
rtweys Who could that be? 
{don't know, I'l look, (opens door a crack, peers out, 
and sereams) It's the printer! 


Angela: We’re a team. Your problem is our problem. 


Courtney: But this is a big problem, guys—a humongous 
problem! 


Angela: Lay it on us. We can take it. 


ai al 
Courtney: The photo of the yearbook staff She's here to pick up the pages: 
is missing! (Other girls giggle. And we're not finished! 
Courtney looks up, notices photo in h, no! Not now! What 
Rebecca’s hand.) The staff picture! 


You took it, Rebecca? 


Joesle, and Rebecca ad lib: O 
do we do? 


riney! Relax, guys. What do you think I’ve been doing 
all this time? The yearbook’s done. I just finished the 
Jwat page, And here itis. (holds up a sign that reads 


THE END) * ees 
|}; J 


Rebecca: ’Fraid so. Snuck out with 
it yesterday while you weren’t 
looking, though I hoped to get 


SIGN 
Courtney: But why? Hey, (narrowing her eyes) you guys 
didn’t...or did you? The other pictures? (The other 
three grin.) 


it back before you noticed— 


Courtney: You did! How come? 
Angela: This is how come. (handing the gift bag to Courtney) 


Jessie: Open it! = 


— 


Courtney: (opens it) It’s a collage! (reading 
from the collage) “Courtney, it’s been |f= 


” - 
a great year. f 


i 
v 


HRLP 


Dear American Girl, 

I’m moving and I'm really sad. 
We're not going to be ina 
beautiful house, and it doesn’t 
se m like a better situation. 
m saya I'll he happy in the 
end, but | can’t believe it. 

Ww Manybard 
Fimo about how you 


on (0 Her reasons for 


W food things about 


4 new hon if and jot them down. 


(Little thingie © (NE!) Any kids your 
ogainelyby? wi\) you have your 
own room to d@iporate? Does a nice 
dog live next A 

sad, look at your! tier to cheer up. 
Your new home will be different 
from your old home, but that 


t? When you’re 


doesn’t mean it can't be good, too. 
* 

Dear Amerlean Girl, 

My two best friends and I tried 

out for a play, They got in and 

I didn’t. I feel so left out when 

they talk about rehearsals at 

school. I don’t know what to say. 

back actress 

Being onstage isn’t the only way 

to be a part of the play. Taik to 

the director about helping with 


lighting, scenery, costumes, or 


makeup. Or include yourself by 
helping your friends memorize 
their lines. Remember: not even 
professional actresses get every 
part they want. Don’t be afraid 
to try out for the next play, too. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My family has been home- 
schooling for one year, and I’m 
the only one who doesn’t like it. 
I’m allowed to choose between 
homeschooling and my old 
school next year. I’d be happy 
to be back in school with my 
best friend. But if I don’t choose 
homeschooling, my mom will 
be sad. What should I do? 
Torn 
Homeschool can be great, but it’s 


not for everyone. Your mom knows 


that, and just wants you to be 
happy. She wouldn’t have given 
you the choice if she thought it 
would make her too sad to see 
you back at your old school. If you 
like homeschooling but miss your 
friends, can you find other ways 
to see them regularly? Would you 
learn more at home, or at your 
old school? Discuss this with 
your mom. She'll help you choose 
what’s best for you. This is an 
important decision, and you don’t 
have to make it alone. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
When I have friends over, my 
eight-year-old sister goes crazy 
trying to get our attention! I’ve 
asked her to stop thousands 
of times, but she never listens. 
Embarrassing Sibling 
Plan ahead. Ask your sister to 
invite her friends over at the same 
time you’re having your friends 
over. That way, she’ll have her own 
pals to play with. Or plan to include 
your sister for part of the time, 
and let her know when. If all else 
fails, invite your pals over when you 


know your sister won’t be home. 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 

Help! I cry really easily. I can’t 

help it. It seems like I’m always 
trying to hold back tears. How 

can I stop? 

Ce ‘ybaby? 

If this is something new for you, 


hormones might be the cause. 


Get plenty of sleep, and take some 


time to relax every day. Writing in 
a journal can help you feel better, 
too. Moodiness is part of puberty, 
and the good news is that puberty 
won't last forever. But if you are 
crying a lot, and you feel bad most 
of the time, it could be caused 
by something more serious than 
puberty. Talk to your doctor about 
what’s happening, and she’ll be 
able to help you. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My parents got divorced, and 
my mom has a boyfriend that 
I don’t like at all. He also comes 
everywhere with us. How can 
I learn to like him? 
Not happy 
It will be easier to like your mom’s 
boyfriend once you get to know 


him better. First, talk to your mom. 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Let her know that you need to 


spend time with just her some- 
times, and make plans to do that, 
Then ask what she likes about her 
boyfriend, and really listen. She’ll 
point out good things about him 
that you might not have noticed. 
Next time you see him, start a 
conversation with him, and look for 
things you have in common. Give 
him a chance—and some time. You 
might end up liking him after all. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
Ihave a problem with taking 
tests. I always study for them, 
but when the time comes to take 
the test, I freak out and forget a 
lot of things. Have any advice? 
‘est Terror 
Get a good night’s sleep, and eat 


breakfast even if you aren’t hungry. 


An empty stomach can lead to the 
jitters. Read the test over before 
you answer anything. Take a few 
deep breaths to calm yourself. 
Starting with the easiest questions 
will give you the confidence to 
tackle harder ones. If you get stick 
on a problem, move on to another 
one and come back to it later. ‘ 
Read all your answers oves# tn 
you hand in your tes* i to avoid 7 7 
mistakes. You can ‘ ( it! } 
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Advice from You". 
“When you are feeling down 
about your braces or are 
getting teased, remember: You 
will have braces for only a few 
years. But if you didn’t have 
them, you would have crooked 
teeth for the rest of your life!” 


Ambe- S 
Age 14, Oregon 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


